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Download certificate of
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Each mini module has direct Key Stage 4 National Curriculum links
to the Biology, Geography and PSHE syllabus. Each mini module will
take approximately 30-45 minutes to complete and concludes with a
mini quiz, which is suitable for retrieval practice or revision purposes
at a later date. 
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In this module we're going to explore some of the
ethics surrounding human and animal interactions. 
Often, we don't even question the way that animals
are treated in society "because that's the way that it's
always been". But we're going to flip that idea on its
head and have a think about how we could do things
differently with human and animal best interests at
heart. A good starting place is to take a closer look at
the way we treat some animals differently. Check out
this video which should help us start to question the
way we interact with animals.
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The assumption of human superiority leading to the
exploitation of animals
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INTRODUCTION

SPECIESISM
 Have you ever considered the way that you feel towards different animals? For example, take a minute
now to form your opinion of an elephant, a tiger, a rat, a pig and a dog. It's likely that you have greater
respect for animals such as elephants, tigers and dogs rather than the rat or the pig. 

L e a r n i n g  O b j e c t i v e s

INTENSIVE
FARMING

How to sustainably feed a
growing human population

ANIMAL
WELFARE

What is animal welfare? How can
we ensure animals are treated

with kindness?

HUMAN/ANIMAL
RELATIONSHIPS
Why do humans treat certain
animals the way that they do?

K e y w o r d s :  G l o b a l  f o o d  s e c u r i t y ,  s u s t a i n a b l e ,  e t h i c a l ,  m o r a l ,  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  w e l f a r e ,  i n t e n s i v e
f a r m i n g  s y s t e m ,  c o m p a s s i o n ,  s p e c i e s i s m
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How did it make you feel when you
saw meat from dogs in a supermarket?

Consider the definition of "racism". What do you
think the word "speciesism" means?

What is the difference between
speciesism and carnism?

In your culture, which animals are given the most
and the least respect? Why do you think this is?

...And Where do humans fit into this ranking? 
It's probably not a conscious decision that you've made to prefer dogs over rats. In
fact, psychologists have been studying this behaviour for years. If you click on the
elephant, you can find out the effects of speciesism on the way we treat animals in

agriculture. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzPzHCIxY-g
https://www.goodheartanimalsanctuaries.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wvm7xymgk_k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wvm7xymgk_k


 

HOW CAN WE FEED OUR
GROWING POPULATION?
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Design a debate which explains three points for and three points against eating an animal
which is not usually eaten by humans, such as a squirrel or a rhinoceros. 

How does it make you feel when you're not discussing commonly eaten animals, such as pigs
or cows?

INTENSIVE FARMING
SYSTEMS
There are many situations around the world which
involve animal suffering or exploitation (animals
being treated unfairly for human gain). These
include circuses, marine parks, wildlife markets,
and canned hunting amongst others. However,
many people still do not realise the level of
suffering associated with the food we put on our
plates on a daily basis around the world. Some
people argue that intensive farming is necessary to
feed the world's growing population, whereas
others believe that eating meat should be a luxury,
not a necessity. Others believe that eating any
animal product is unjustified in our modern world.
Click on the sheep below to form your own opinion
of intensive farming. 
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Above you can see an example
of a British intensive pig

farming system. Mother pigs
(sows) are kept in small pens so
that they cannot move or even

turn around.

Write a summary paragraph
explaining your reasons for or

against intensive farming
systems.

REAL
WORLD

EXAMPLES

One way of reducing the use of
harmful pesticides on your crops is to

plant wildflower borders which help to
attract pollinators. Click here to find
out more about this environmentally

beneficial initiative.

IS MEAT WITHOUT
SUFFERING POSSIBLE?
Well, some people think the answer is yes. Plant-based
meat products are on the up, and this video (based on
a study by Oxford University) explains all of the many

benefits that mock meats have to offer.

But scientists still have to face the problem of trying to
feed a growing global population who have a greater
demand for food than ever before. One solution is to
make the way we farm plants more efficient, whilst

still making sure we do not cause too much damage to
our natural environment through pollution or habitat

destruction. This way, we reduce the suffering of
animals all over the world, and can enjoy the many

benefits of a healthy plant-based diet.

At Goodheart, we believe that every animal deserves to be treated with respect and kindness, regardless of
their species - this is why we are vegan and do not promote the exploitation or consumption of any

animal. This is known as treating animals with compassion. We believe that if we are able to introduce
our rescued farm animals to as many visitors as possible, we may be able to slowly change our visitors'

opinion of agricultural animals (for the better!)

Pollution of waterways
Importing food causes a significant increase in
transportation and greenhouse gas emissions
Habitat destruction to make way for crops
Food wasteage 

Some of the major problems currently associated
with intensive farming of plants include:

Most people don't want to see a rise
in the number of animals that are

'factory farmed'. 

Task

MODULE 5
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Although battery cages were
banned in the UK in 2012,

'enriched' cage systems are still
in place for egg laying hens. To
the right you can see a typical
intensive system for rearing

chickens for meat. There is little
space and no natural sunlight.

But scientists around the world are working closely with
farmers to try and tackle these issues and ultimately produce

more food for us to eat without harming our environment.

Some farms are improving the efficiency
of their picking and weeding by using

robots. Check it out here!

https://www.goodheartanimalsanctuaries.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZH5uh9oRgs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZH5uh9oRgs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-mjOgSov_MM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NO8PmqEI0cc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwoL6hWd4l0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NO8PmqEI0cc


Ever wondered what the difference is between animal rights and
animal welfare? They're actually very different concepts. 

Think of it this way: 
An animal rights activist campaigns for no more cages. 
An animal welfare activist campaigns for bigger cages.

The 2006 Animal Welfare Act is UK legislation which
aims to protect animals from mistreatment and make
the offence punishable by law. 
The Lisbon Treaty is EU legislation which recognises
animals as sentient beings and encourages policy
makers to consider animal sentience in their decisions.
The 5 freedoms of animal welfare identify the exact
ways that humans can provide for animal wellbeing.

Providing for an animal's welfare mean's providing for
it's all-round wellbeing. This can apply to pets, farmed

animals, or animals in captivity. There are 3 key concepts
with regards to animal welfare in the UK.

1.

2.

3.

No experiments on animals (medical or cosmetic)
No breeding and killing animals for food or
clothes or medicine
No use of animals for hard labour
No selective breeding for any reason other than
the benefit of the animal
No hunting
No zoos or use of animals in entertainment

Obviously, animal rights has many positives
including the removal of suffering and exploitation
for animals. Specifically, accepting the doctrine of
animal rights means:

www.goodheartanimalsanctuaries.com

Registered charity no. 1162923

Animal rights supporters believe that it is morally wrong to use or exploit
animals in any way and that human beings should not do so. Animal

welfare supporters believe that it can be morally acceptable for human
beings to use or exploit animals, as long as: the suffering of the animals is
either eliminated or reduced to the minimum and there is no practicable

way of achieving the same end without using animals. For people who
think like this, the suffering to animals is at the heart of the issue, and
reducing the suffering reduces the wrong that is done. Supporters of

animal rights don't think that doing wrong things humanely makes them
any less wrong.

Abiding by animal rights as stated above may mean that
humans suffer or die as a result of preserving the rights of

animals. Others also argue that it is morally wrong to
apply the same rights of a human to an animal such as an
earthworm due to the animal's inability to make moral or
conscious decisions, as humans would. Other people believe
that only animals considered sentient or intelligent may be
given rights. But again that raises the question - why are

we judging animals based on intelligence alone? Would we
deem this acceptable to judge and treat humans differently
based on intelligence alone? What about skin colour? Or

height? Or ability to play football? It's a lot to think about! 

THE 5 FREEDOMS OF
ANIMAL WELFARE

You can check out what the 5 freedoms are here

MODULE 5
T h e  e t h i c s  o f  a n i m a l  a n d  h u m a n  i n t e r a c t i o n s

the issue of animal rights
is a tough one... 
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ANIMAL RIGHTS VS. ANIMAL WELFARE

LET'S GET
PHILOSOPHICAL

however, some people disagree with this concept

This video explores the issue of animal rights
in much more detail. Check it out here.

What do you think of the 5 freedoms? Do you
think anything could be added or changed?

In recent years, those who work with
animals have been striving to take the

5 freedoms even further to provide
much better quality of life for the

animals that they care for.
New provisions for"Animal Welfare

Aims" minimise negative experiences
for animals (suffering, stress, boredom)
and promote opportunities for positive
experiences and emotions (happiness,

curiosity, excitement). 

How do you think Goodheart promotes
opportunities for positive experiences for our

rescued animals, such as cows and pigs?

https://www.goodheartanimalsanctuaries.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pqyw4RIcLNw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y3-BX-jN_Ac
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5082305/


END OF MODULE REFLECTION
 

this module is slightly different because we've been exploring 
sociological and philosophical ideas. 

 
there's not really a right or wrong answer to many of the questions you may

have asked yourself during this module. In fact, humans are constantly trying to
better understand our relationship with animals and will always have different

opinions on the topics that we've looked at today.
 

what's important is that you make your own decisions, and stay critical of what
you've always assumed to be right. This means staying curious and asking questions

about how things could be done better.

www.goodheartanimalsanctuaries.com
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At goodheart animal sanctuaries, we believe that all animals are individual
and sentient beings that deserve to be treated with kindness and compassion.

 
We believe that there are many benefits to reducing the amount of animal

suffering and exploitation in the world - and we hope you do too.
 

If you're interested in visiting our sanctuary and meeting some of our rescued
animals, you can contact us here to arrange a tour.  

 
From all of us here, thanks for hearing our side of the story.

https://www.goodheartanimalsanctuaries.com/
https://www.goodheartanimalsanctuaries.com/contact

